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Front cover: An RAF telephonist in the last war, !"#$%&'"()%from Lower Bullingham was based at bomber command RAF Binbrook, Lincolnshire.

Readers share their photos and memories
Aconbury 
Shortly after war broke out young Henry Moss, whose father worked at Aconbury 
Court, was sent on a mission by the Court’s owner Arnold Layton. He was to save 
the church treasures. Henry takes up the story: “One summer’s evening Mr Layton 
asked me to take the chalice and collection plate for safe keeping, in a bag through 
the woods to Mr Payne at Merrivale Farm. The German invasion was expected and 
we feared that valuables seized by the Germans would be sent back to Germany. 
Mr Payne was going to block off half the cellar to store local valuables until after 
the war.” 
Henry’s reward for saving the church plate was some biscuits from Mr Payne and a 
pocket full of silver paper he found on his way home. “We used it to make Christmas 
decorations – we didn’t waste anything in those times.”
Mansell Lacy
Meanwhile Canadian soldiers were settling in at Foxley Camp. The Camp, in the grounds 
of Foxley Manor near Mansell Lacy, would serve Canadians, German prisoners of war, 
two US army hospitals, Polish refugees and Hereford families with nowhere else to live. 
One Canadian, Sapper Bob Knowles, was befriended by Ernie and Emily Evans who ran Mansell 

dealer.) After Bob’s unit was moved out in 1941, his mother wrote from Foxbar Road, Toronto 
thanking the Evans for their kindness. Charlie, their youngest son, still has the letter. 
“The people of Mansell Lacy seemed so glad to see Bob,” she wrote. “He has been away 
a year and a half now and it seems there is no end to these troubles.” Bob was killed on 
active service a month later. 
By now Charlie Evans
enlistment age and signed on at St Peters Hall, Hereford. He was sent to Burma [now 
Myanmar], recently retaken from the Japanese and tasked with escorting Japanese 

Shobdon 
Brian Davies was training glider pilots at RAF Shobdon. Orders arrived sending him 

to RAF Abingdon to pilot bombers. The crew selection process was arbitrary: pilots, navigators, bomb aimers, wireless 

name Brian was a catch for any crew and he was soon recruited by four Australians.
Brian recalled the crew bonding on a visit to a nearby pub. “We walked in and shouted for six pints of bitter. The landlord 
grumbled: ‘I don’t know what you’re coming up here for, drinking my beer. You’ve got plenty up the camp.’ I knew we were 
going to be a good crew because the Aussie navigator looked at me and we each picked up our pints, drank about half and then 
turned them upside down on the bar and walked out. Not a word was spoken.” 
Our editor Bill Laws is working on Herefordshire Lore’s book about the county during the last war. Get in touch with your own memories.

Herefordshire in the 1940s

Land Army Girls: *+,% -#./'#$) loaned this picture 
of her great aunt Audrey Wilding (nee Lowe) from 
Derbyshire (2nd from the right 2nd row from the 
back). Do you recognise anyone?

opposite Hereford Rowing Club. (Photo: Brian Croker – see back page)

Ross readers 0,12%34,//,$54#+ and 
his sister 6"."/4(% !"($2.
in touch regarding the photograph 

Their father Jack Whittingham helped 
the former prime minister land his 
successful haul of salmon when 
the former PM was guest of Robert 

years, Jack was ghillie on the Goodrich 
and Hill Court Waters, and it was 

with Chamberlain, as well as authors 

Canadian friends: 74#.',2%
89#$:

Canadian friend Sapper 
Bob Knowles. “There seems 
no end to these troubles,” 

River Voices 
From Hay to Monmouth: Marsha 
O’Mahony of River Voices recalls some 
intrepid river journeys
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Although it has only been in Hereford for around 60 years, 
the Wiggin company’s origins began in Birmingham in 1872, 
where it became hugely successful developing its nickel-
chrome metal for the cutlery manufacturing industry. In 
1953 the company moved into its purpose-designed Hereford 
plant: a 50-acre site at Holmer, constructed by the Ministry 
of Supply as part of a national programme of industrial 
modernisation. Seven years later Wiggin purchased the site 

and the construction of the 200,000 square foot factory cost 

employment opportunities and the boost to the local economy, 
but because it dramatically changed the region’s balance between 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

bricks and tiles) and 
agriculture-based 

apples and pears). 

Before the arrival 
of the Wiggin 
workforce, the 
county’s employment 
was predominantly 
agriculture-based 

against the national 

all men and women 
worked in industry, 

Herefordshire. As one 
wag observed when news of the Wiggin decision was announced: 
“It’s goodbye to tiles and cider!” By the late-1990s, Wiggin – along 

Alderman Piggot

Competition from rival bidders 
Shrewsbury and Worcester 
had been intense. A tireless 

have swung the Ministry’s 
decision in favour of Hereford 
was the council’s promise that 
new houses would be built 
for the Wiggin workers being 
decanted from its Birmingham 
and Glasgow operations. 

include engineering courses, ensuring apprenticeships for 
the children of Wiggin employees. Pip Clarke
throws an interesting light on the company’s attitude to the 

semi-compulsory 2 mile run every week, they were sent 
on week-long outward bound courses to Cumberland and 
Snowdonia.” In the 1950s the Holmer plant was expanded to 
100 acres, with its own railway sidings. 

Prestigious metallurgical contracts undertaken by Wiggin 
over the years have included work on both the supersonic 

programme, to create heat-resistant clips for the ceramic tiles 
cladding some of the Discovery Mission’s launch vehicles. 
Former engineering supervisor Tony Chapman
– one of the lucky ones who were provided with council 
accommodation – remembers among the prestige contracts, 
North Sea oil and the trans-Siberian gas pipeline. 

At its peak, Wiggin had a workforce of 3,800, though that 

now known as Special Metals Wiggin Ltd, part of Precision 
Castparts Corporation of Portland, Oregon, employing 
over 30,000 in 162 worldwide locations. 

Christmas party

Wiggin’s staff relations were part of the Company’s ethos: 
there was a Christmas party for employees’ children, the 

a bowling green for the Scottish employees), the quarterly staff 
newspaper (Wiggin News) and a host of activities in the Wiggin 

for three generations of the same family to work at Holmer. 

Joan Clements retired from the wire mill in 1980. 
Employed at the tile works before the war, she was a 

Special Report: Wiggin’s

collaboration.

civilian armaments inspector at Rotherwas’ munitions factory 

aircraft then they changed them to carbon. We had to either go 
up the road or go to the wire mill so I chose to go and draw wire, 

Virtually all ex-Wiggin employees remember the Christmas pantomime, 
originally performed in Hereford’s Kemble Theatre, then later in The 

pantomime dame Vic Herbert 
so popular that the company’s Drama Group would put on as many as 

Cardiff and Swansea. Jenny Williams
affection her last performance in the group’s 1981 production of Dick 
Whittington. “There was a cast of 16, supported by 6 dancers and a 
chorus of 15, as well as more than 25 production staff and it was 
performed in the Wiggin Theatre, which was located behind the staff 
canteen.” Margery Farr
laboratories. Holmer’s lab testing concentrated exclusively on quality 
control and traceability testing of the plant’s high-grade superalloy 
output, much of it destined for the expanding aviation industry. Her 
husband Norman
his career as a direct result of the ONC and HNC courses, which were 

Nick Jones 

Thanks to the many readers for their reminiscences about working at 
Holmer. We couldn’t publish them all – but keep sending them in! 

Bill Piggot, alderman and herbalist (he ran a 
medical herbalist shop in Commercial Street, 
Hereford) campaigned for Wiggin to come 
to the city. 

Melting moments: molten metal being poured from the Holmer 

Goodbye to Tiles and Cider Readers’ remember Henry Wiggin’s
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Whitecross
Students at Whitecross School are 

post-war Polish community. The 
students, two Polish, two Romanian 
and one English, secured Lottery 
funding to explore the role of Polish 
pilots and soldiers during the last war. 
Shared Freedom – Shared Future 

to be shown at The Courtyard in 
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Oral Histories 
Herefordshire Lore is offering free oral 
history training sessions through our River 

Marsha O’Mahony will lead the two-
hour workshops designed to help people 
learn to listen, save, and share important 
community stories. Participants will 
discover interviewing and deep listening 
techniques, get to handle digital recorders 
and do some practice interviews. “Oral 
history interview skills empower us to 
record and engage the histories and 
stories of people in our local communities, 
and preserve those important narratives 
for future generations,” says Marsha. 
If you’re interested in booking a free 

or riverwyevoices@gmail.com).
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Memoires
The Friday Club 

In the last part of her memoire, Brummie evacuee 

 “The beginning of March a new ‘home’ was found for me. Someone 
knew someone who might take me. My Mom came to Hereford 
and we went to see the people, a young couple, Mr and Mrs Pasley, 
and a small boy, Robert, living near The Turnpike on Roman Road. 
I was still homesick, but settled in. 

“I didn’t live near any of my school friends so it was lonely. I’d push 
the boy in his pram down to the River Lugg and on weekends went 
to Sunday School at Holmer. At night I’d sit by my window looking 
for the red glow over the Malverns: that meant an air raid and I 
worried about my parents in Birmingham. Many a night I’d cry 
myself to sleep.

“I could have gone hop picking with St Peters School but declined 
when I learnt that we had to sleep in a barn. But I did go hop picking 

“The house had a large vegetable garden and I was given a patch to 

the 6d Mom sent me each week I could save and buy presents with 
my own money. 

“One day, after rumours that the Germans had landed in Wales, 
I noticed concrete blocks on the 
roadside and mine holes in the 
road. I immediately wrote to my 
Mom and asked her if she realised 

be blown up? I would be safer at 
home! Needless to say my letter 
was ignored.”

Eileen was eventually reunited with her 
parents when war came to an end. 

Eileen’s Garden Retreat
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photo of the Caledonian, 

in Hereford, prompts 

reader% !"4$% 6#9,2: to 

Great Western engine 
with Queen Victoria on 
board from Shrewsbury to 
Hereford. A century later 
the Barton Yard sidings 

railway workers, mostly 

a handful of station staff.
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Hereford next year. Groups of Polish 
people settled in Herefordshire after 
the war, the Foxley resettlement camp 
at Mansell Lacy becoming a focus 
for many families. Whitecross head 
teacher Tim Knapp: “I am delighted 
that the Shared Freedom – Shared 
Future bid has been successful and that 
Whitecross students will be involved 
in this unique opportunity.” Can you 
help with their researches? Contact 
KHorne@whitecross.hereford.sch.uk



In Our Age direct to your door?
 
 Individual Subscription:  £5 for the rest of the year.  
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From My Album: Brian Croker and Elisabeth Nicolson

The College, Hereford
That was the postal address used by 

Hereford Teacher Training College. As a 
non-denominational, local authority-run 

home, Unst: “She taught in Hereford, 

Salford and her description of conditions is 
amazing. Some of the practices would be 

The late% ?.,#$%
7."12. of Folly 

an ordinary working 
man with an eye for 
a good photograph. 
These three depict 
changing times in 
Hereford city. Can 
you identify where 
they are? And what 
the horse and dray 
carrying the cross is 
all about? 


