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Many Thanks
H EREFORD Museum's S irio l Collinsi  made presentations t o  f o r m e r
chairman Roy Kennett together with Tom
Woolaway, B i l l  Mo r r i s  a n d  P h y l l is
Kennett, in  recognition of all their hard
work with  Age To Age. "We don't know
how we'll manage without you," she told
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Happy Hopping: The faces say i t all. Cheerful children beneath the crib, the tired mother on the left, the
young and self-important teller on the right and, behind him, the wise, old granny who has seen i t all before.
The photograph, from Mr and Mrs Gilbert of Southdale Estate, Hereford, serves as a timely reminder that our
October issue will be devoted to The Harvest. Memories and pictures please to PO Box 2, Hereford HR2 8YE.

Roy. F r o m  l e f t :  P h y l l i s  Ke n n e t t ,
Herefordshire Council's Natalia Silver,
Bill Morris, Age To Age's new chair John
Turner, To m Woolaway, Ro y  Kennett,
Siriol Collins, Bobbie Blackwell, Geof
Boucher, Eileen Klotz and Age To Age
treasurer, Harvey Payne.

Inside this Issue

Foxley Camp: Vera Bond taught at the
Camp. See War-time Teacher.

Party Time: Gr eenlands staff party,
1950's. Were you there?

Age To Age is  the hi-monthly
newsletter f rom Herefordshire
Lore, a group formed in 1989 to
collect, remember and celebrate
our past.
Age To Age is  available free
from the Hereford Town Hall,
Museums and local Libraries,
the Tourist Information Centre
(Hereford), He r e f o r d s h i r e
College of Technology and Age
Concern (Hereford). The next
issue wi l l  be out  i n  October
2001.

Send y o u r  comments  a n d
subscriptions to:

Herefordshire Lore, t i i i r o
P.O. Box 2,
Hereford
HR2 BYE HEREFORDSHIRE
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Age To Age looks at Hereford's Picture Palaces
City Cinemas
I T  ' S March 1947 and Hereford's I n  those days there was plenty of Repertory Company  present  c ho ic e :
'Caste', a tale about the t riumph
of love over social inequality  and
parental disapproval' ,  a t  t h e
County Theatre (phone Hereford
2492). According to the Hereford
Citizen, t he only  role af fording
an opportunity  of displaying real
acting ability  was of the drunken
father ' more  t han competent ly  •  Th e  Ri t z ,  n o w  t h e  A B C
played b y  Ar t hu r  Lowe. '  "Hi s  i n  Commerc ia l  St reet ,  wa s
television role as a Home Guard a n o t h e r  c i n e m a  w i t h  a
supremo was a long way  in the c a f é .  Fondly  remembered f or
future," writes  Douglas  Hughes i t s  A B C  Sat urday  mo r n i n g
who sent the cutting. M i n o r s '  Club and the c inema

dog, Patch,  w h o  earned i t sThe Count y  Theat re,  f ormer ly
the Palladium and now the Gala
Bingo Hall ,  s tood i n  Berrington
Street a n d  t h e  Re p e r t o r y
Company a l s o  i n c l u d e d
the doctor-turned-actor Richard
Leech who  went  on t o make a
stage name for himself.  Like the
Kemble theatre i n  Broad Street,
the Co u n t y  Thea t re  s h o we d
films too.

The Disappearing
Primrose
A S  a  young lad  before t he Second

' Wor ld  War, it  was the Herefordshire
countryside that f irst  int roduced me to
the wi l d  primrose,  writ es  John Hos ie
from Glasgow. E v e n  today, he says, i t
has rema ined  m y  f av ouri t e s p r i n g
flower.

"I was on holiday at my  grandmother's
when we decided to go for a stroll as far
as Poppinger Bridge, whic h overlooked
the Ledbury railway  line.  There was a
colony of  wi ld primroses in full bloom.
Many a  t ime my  mi n d  goes back  t o
Poppinger Bridge and I  wonder i f  the
wild primroses st ill grow there."
Sadly, says Ca l  G i r l ing  o f  Poppinger
Nurseries, t he primroses are no more.
"The bank s  a r e  n o w  c ov ered i n
brambles," says Cal.

Reader Feedback
T  HE c lari t y  o f  t he  photographs
1. has def initely  improved, " writ es

Norman Owen.  But ,  he  adds: " I  had
great dif f iculty  in  getting a copy of  the
last issue."

Norman's f rus t rat ion wa s  s hared b y
many. We are print ing extra copies, but
if you want to be sure of yours, please

• Th e  Odeon i n  Hi g h  Town,
purpose b u i l t  i n  1 9 3 6 ,
demolished i n  1 9 8 4 .  T h e
Odeon ran three staff football
teams, h a d  i t s  o w n  theat re
organ and a  mus ical t r io  t o
serenade diners in the café.

owners a 10s f ine for bit ing a
policeman.

• Th e n  there was the Garrick in
Widemarsh St reet ,  a n d  t h e
dance hall and c inema at the
Redhill hos tel.  A l t hough  i t
had c los ed b y  t h e  1940s ,
there was also the Kinema in
St O we n s  St reet ,  n o w  a
launderette.

subscribe. Michael Young did subscribe,
but he was unhappy wit h the quality of
the last issue. (A printer's error caused
poor copies to circulate — feel free to
write and ask for a replacement).
We have called ourselves Herefordshire
Lore. "Leave it  as plain Hereford," says
Mr Young. " I  cannot see how you can
cover a county the size of Herefordshire
in so small a newsletter."

Boy Star: Ambrose Emerson was pianist at the Ritz
from the age of  13 to 18 before he left to join the
army.

Party time: Staff from Greenlands prepare to celebrate at
the Imperial some time in the 1950s. Thanks to Mrs S. Merrell
from Springfield Avenue for the loan of the picture. (Photo: Hereford Times)

Bill Rus h t on ,  howev er ,  approv ed.
"Thank you for your paper — I like the
new name, as I like Herefordshire."

If you had any problems wi t h the last
issue, write to us at:-

Age To Age,
PO Box 2,

Hereford HR2  81TE.



The Royal George, pic tured in our  last issue, was on the site of  the
car park  in Widemarsh Street, nex t to the County  Library, wr ites
Ann Morgan. Daphne T illam remembers it too.

Riots At The George
Q  UNDAY nights at the Royal George in

Widemarsh Street used to be a riot ,
says f ormer landlady  Daphne T i I lam.
"My  husband Gerry and I were the last,
and the youngest, landlord and landlady
to run i t  before i t  was  taken over by
the c hurc h, " s h e  wr i t es  f r o m h e r
Burnham-on-Sea home.

"On Sunday nights we always had a sing
song because w e  we r e  inv aded b y
coaches f rom Wales when they  found
out we had a Grundig tape recorder and
they could hear themselves.
"We also had great f un in  the
skittle alley on Saturday nights,
as long as the library caretakers
noxt d o o r  d i d n ' t  c o mp l a i n

nit t h e  noise.  Th e n  t here
would b e  a  sergeant a n d  a
couple of  coppers at the door to
f ind ou t  what  was  going on.
The George was  also the f irs t
and l a s t  c oac hing i n n  i n
Hereford. The stables were st ill
there wi t h  t wo l i t t le cottages,
one up,  one down where the
grooms and their families lived.

'A lady who was born there said she was
one of 11 children who lived in the two
houses. I  t hink  i t  was a case of  when
father turns we all turn.

"I was also a land army girl at  Redhill,
but not unt il '47/48 when I went  to the
Burcott and met  my  husband-to-be i n
the Y MCA  oppos ite t he  To wn  Ha l l .
Gerry's parents had a  butcher's shop
opposite the Lamb Hotel. Later he and I
went o n  t o  s t art  t he  f i rs t  min i -c ab
business in Hereford."

Royal George in Widemarsh Street: Gone but not
forgotten!

Send your pictures of bygone
public houses and Hereford

businesses to Age To Age,
PO Box 2, Hereford HR2 BYE.

Another lost pub. But where was it? Send
your answers to Age To Age, PO Box 2,
Hereford HR2 BYE.

Snippets
It's A Small World
ANGELA Francis ' recollections o f

n .  seeing German prisoner Rudolph
Hess a t  M a d ley, prompt ed I v o r
Strangward of Moorfield, Hereford to
tell us about his t ime guarding Hess.
'At the end of the war, Hess was taken
back to Germany and put in Spandau
Prison. M y  regiment ,  t h e  l l t h
Hussars, was  billeted i n  t he army
barracks for the five months and I was
one of the guards."

Leominster Lads
A LBERT Price (below, second f rom

n  the right) worked for years on the
Great Western Railways in Leominster,
writes son-in-law Bi l l  Rushton. The
picture may  have been taken when
he was  work ing f or Duncan, Broad
Street, Leominster before World War
Two.

Country Dancing
10110AE Philips,  f rom Hereford, sheds
.1.k light on the Holy  Trinity  Church
in our April issue. "I  am in the front
row, fourth f rom the right. I  used to
belong to a country dance club, run
by Miss  Grif f iths (second f rom t he
right) s o  I  suppose we  had been
demonstrating our  dancing. Direct ly
behind Miss  Grif f iths is  Miss Aston
who played t he  mandol in f o r  t he
Club. The group on the lef t  are f rom
Commercial Road Youth Club."

Norman Owen,  meanwhile,  reveals
that the Coronation Day picture in the
same issue, was of  families f rom the
Whitehorse Square area of  Hereford
enjoying t e a s  a n d  games  a f t e r
Coronation Day. Norman's wife Jean,
her parents Mr.  and Mrs.  Frederick
Siderfin and her sister Susan are all in
the picture.

War-time Teacher
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at Fox ley  Ca mp  i n  n o r t h
Herefordshire, prompted Vera Bond
from Widemarsh Common, Hereford
to share her memories. " I  taught at
Foxley Sc hoo l  w h i c h  c ompris ed
converted army  huts,  very  cold i n
winter, b o i l i n g  i n  s u mme r !  I
recognised several o f  m y  f o rmer
pupils i n  your picture (April 2001):
they we r e  well-brought  u p  a n d
obedient. And it  amazed me how an
infant could start school knowing no
English, but, by the end of term, could
speak quite well.  We did have a few
mistakes such as one boy  accusing
another 'He's  t ell ing liars. ' Several
live i n  Heref ord a n d  t h e y  s t i l l
recognise me in spite of my advancing
years!"



Age To Age-
From Door To Door
Herefordshire Lore is a
voluntary group. We depend
on donations, subscriptions
and grants to keep going.
You can help us by

TAKING OUT A
SUBSCRIPTION
Only E5 a year!

TAKING OUT A GROUP
SUBSCRIPTION
Residential Homes, Day
Centres, Nursing  Homes,
Libraries — be sure of
getting a dozen copies of
Age To Age with  an annual
Group Subscription of E25
a year — or whatever you
can afford!

BECOME A FRIEND OF
AGE TO AGE FOR E50
A YEAR
Our friends (below) have
given us long and loyal
support.

Post details and a cheque or
postal order (made out to Age
To Age), to Herefordshire Lore,
PO Box 2, Hereford HR2  BYE.

Name

Address

Postcode

Don't  forget :  You c an  s t i l l  get
Age To Age free. Look a t  the list
of  locations on page 1

ABBOTSFIELD FUNERAL DIRECTORS
M onkm oor  Street, Her efor d HR1 2D X
HEREFORD AMATEUR OPERATIC
SOCIETY
ROCKFIELD D IY Your Local DIY Store.
Station Appr oach, H er efor d Tel .
(01432) 273646.

Mysterious Couple:
Age T o  A g e  somet imes
receives unac k nowledged
photographs such a s  t his
one. The walls of the cobbled
yard are hidden by Virginia
creeper and the windows are
open, suggesting a  wa r m
evening.
The couple could be brother
and sister, b u t  a r e  t hey
mother a n d  s on?  Fa i n t
writing on the back of  the
picture may  read 32 Friar
Street. Who are they? And
where did they live?
If you have any clues, drop
us a line at Age To Age, PO
Box 2, HR2 8YE

Team S h o t :  Lugwardine
football c lub team u p  f or
a photograph outs ide t he
Crown and Anchor. "I t  looks
like 1948  o n  t h e  ba l l , "
writes Les Bowberry, f rom
Portfields, Hereford,  w h o
passed the photograph on
to u s  f r o m h i s  f r i e n d
Owen Smit h i n  Brighton.
Recognize anyone?

Friends of Age To Age
IMPERIAL RESTAURANT & BARS
Widemarsh Street, Her efor d
Tel. ( 01432)  273646.
BAY HORSE INN
Kings Acr e Road, H er efor d
Tel. ( 01432)  273351.

BRIDGETTE KEMPSON
Visi ting Chi r opodi s t
Registered m em ber  o f  the Ins t i tute o f
Chi ropodists and Pediatr ists
Tel. ( 01568)  797543 or
M obi le Phone: 07798 765 744.

Design & Prin t by Dawn t il Dusk Printers, Hereford •  Tel. 01432 357100 Fax: 01432 357232


