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Hereford Lore Reminiscence Newsletter

0  n behalf of Hereford Lore I wish to express our
very gratefu l thanks t o  Hereford Amateur
Operatic Society for giving all ticket sales from

one night's performance o f  Memory Lane IX. The
show was greatly appreciated and the feedback was
tremendous.

A very big thank you to all the various individuals and
the many clubs present for their support on the night.
Most of the audience were readers of our Age To Age
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A Very Big
Thank You

This issue
has been
sponsored
by Hereford

Amateur
Operatic
Society

Emergency
Land Girls
(Photo: Hereford Times)
Many recall the Land
Army girls, but who
remembers the young
women who worked the
land at the end of their
day's work? Mrs Audrey
Morgan (right) worked
at the War Agricultural
offices in St John Street
and her friends, Win
Philpotts (left) and Ruby
(centre), were employed
at Greenlands where
Marks and Spencers
now stands. The three
young women were part
of the Emergency Land
Corp. "Early evenings
we would be taken to a
farm to do a few hours
work. We were hop
leafing and thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves."

Newsletter I  hope that they and our other readers will
support our next event - the annual coffee morning on
Wednesday October 13 1999 a t Hereford Town Hall
from 10 1 2 . 3 0  Admission is free

We need a great effort from everyone to support our
work so  tha t  we  continue t o  go  f rom strength t o
strength

Roy Kennett - chairman

Age To Age is publ ished bi-monthly by Hereford Lore, a group of people working to col lect and remember  our past.
Our editor ial team, Edi th Gammage, Roy Kennett, Bill Morr is, Vi Thomas, Jim Thomas, Tom Woolaway, Ki t Gundy,
Vera Kel ly Bill Laws, depend on grants, donati ons and book sales to keep going. H E R E F O R D S H I R E
Age To Age i s  avai lable fr ee from the Town Hal l , Ci ty Library, Belm ont Library, Tour ist Information Centre, Age
Concern and Garrick House reception. But you can ensure your  copy is posted to you, by taking out a £3 a year
subscr iption from Hereford Lore, 26 Quarry Road, Hereford HR1 1SS. Next issue will be publ ished in C O M I C
October 1999.  W e  are grateful  for  the suppor t of  R ELIEF  Charity Projects UK
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Eight bright young things take to the boards. The pic-
ture of the Rover Scouts Concert Party in 1930 was
loaned by Kathleen Lawrence.

Another
Cannon
Shot
In 1924 the then 18 year old
Kathleen Lawrence of Kings
Acre posed on the cannon in
Castle Green wi th her  cousin
from London, Harry Shute.
Meanwhile Margery Spencer
from Whitecross found her
father 's face smiling back at
her in our  April issue. “He was
one of the policemen standing
in front of the cannon. In those
days ( the twenties)  I knew
nearly al l  the policemen. They
were always cal l ing at home to
see my dad and they were a
great lot."

Army Lullabies

Familiar Faces? Staff at Woolwor
employee Mrs.M.Spratt of Chartta
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Dawson of Ross Road, Hereford. " It was my home for seven years and
I have very happy memories of  my childhood. As a toddler  I used to

sleep to the music of the Army Band playing in the big yard below my
window. To this day I get very choked up when I see a military band"
"My father, Colour Staff Sgt Bill Pullinger, taught  me to play the drums
from the age of  four  H e  was a Devonshire man who had fought and
been shot in the First World War He had a letter  written in ink from the
King. He used to be in the Kings Shropshire Light Infantry and trained
the Herefords and the LI in the square and used to run boxing in the big
gymnasium which is now the bus depot
"When he retired as recruiting Sgt he went to Bradbury Lines as a civil
servant. I followed in his footsteps and was connected to the Army until
my retirement. He died at 83, a fit, kind and wonderful father
Left: The Army Band in action.
And Lionel Meredith of  Armadale Close thinks that perhaps the most
important boxing bout held in the Drill Hall was that between Jack Farr
and Elfryn Morris in April 1948. By the way, says Lionel, " I send Age To
Age to the oldest living boy from the Cathedral School "  Mr  Briscoe,

whose father  managed the Tredegar and Her efor  T h
-
e w e r y
Co. which was in Bewell Street, was 99 in July.

Letters from Australia
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remember the sirens blowing on the yellow warning, ask
Frances Coleman i n her  latest letter  from Queensland,

Australia? " A  fi r e tr uck  used t o  leave the Central Fire
Station to go to Painters. I used to pick up this truck and
travel to Painters on this truck. One night, while going along
Blueschool Street, a German raider dropped a flare which
lit up everywhere. It was very eerie"
"Another memory is of walking from the Railway Station and
seeing soldiers all along Station Road waiting to be trans-
ported to various places for  kitting out and regaining their
national armies. This was after Dunkirk. They were so quiet,
tired and, I think, dispir ited I  didn' t even get a whistle!"

My mother, Clohilda May Dickinson, worked at  the ammu-
nition factory in Rotherwas from the outbreak of  the war,
writes M r s  Dickinson' s daughter  Sandr a W atson fr om
Western Austral ia. "She l ived i n the Forest of  Dean and
cycled to the factory every day with other workers. She was
present the day the Germans dropped the bomb on the fac-
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rths celebrate 36 years of service of Miss M.  Morris. Former
well Road sent in the photograph.

t ,  a n d  was outs ide at  the time. They had thought i t was one of  thei r
own planes unti l  they saw the swastika and by that time the bombs were
dropping. One of  those ki l led that day was a man who rode his bike with
her from the Forest."
Sandra wonders i f any of the photographs taken of  the workers in those
days have survived. Write to us at  Age To Age i f you can help her

Holmer Church Choir
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has touched Patr i cia Br ai de fr om  Her efor d. " M y  husband, R eg
Braide who died in 1998 is standing in the back row of the picture.

Reg sang with the choi r  for  many years and his sister , Olive Dawe, was
organist at St Mary's Church in Grandstand Road. This would have been
our 45th wedding anniversary and i t made me very happy to see the pic-
ture in Age To Age, a tr ibute to such a well known and loved m an and a
dear husband.

No Room For Nostalgia

/  t  would be  fool i sh t o  suppose that  al l  our  memor ies o f  school  ar e
happy ones  and Char les Mor r is' s exper iences a t  St  Owen' s School

ler  the r eign o f  headm aster  M r  Alder  Bar r ett wer e anythi ng but
t l i i s ful  T h e  major i ty of  my class were ki l led in the ' 39 4 5  war ," he
writes. " I  was one of  the lucky few and returned to the fami ly bui lding
firm. And, h e  adds" , the headm aster  was the only person that  I can
honestly say I have hated m y whole l i fe. I  shal l  be 80  i n Septem ber "
Charles was hesi tant about writing to us, but in the end fel t that honesty
was the best policy.

Another picture from Kathleen Lawrence, this time of children
from St. Peters School on the Castle Green around 1952.

S n i p p e t s
Soldier's Cakes

M A rs M aud Andrews (formerly Owen ) recal ls a cud-! o u s  war - time c us tom  o n  H i nton es tate.  H er
neighbours would save thei r  empty biscui t boxes and
some sugar  r ati ons which w er e passed o n  t o  her
Then, when any young soldier  came hom e on leave,
there was always enough to make one cake to cele-
brate his hom e coming. Sometimes, says M aud, the
soldier would marry while on home leave and the new
wife was then enti tled to the army wife's al lowance.

Anyone Remember?

M Ars Lloyd who mar r ied i n 1910  used to l ive w i thi i  her fami ly i n W idemarsh Str eet. A  m em ber  o f
Llanwarne W.I w oul d l ike to know more about her. Bill
Rushton f r om  T i pton as k s  about  t he  l ate Yvonne
Hurley who served with the Land Army at Helms Farm,
Ford Br idge and who knew his wi fe. And whi le we' re
at i t, does anyone know of  a Sam Neale who worked
on the railways and l ived opposi te Ki lpeck Church i n
1860? You w oul d need a  l ong memory, bu t  i f  you
know anythi ng about  M r s  Lloyd, Yvonne Hur ley or
Sam Neale, dr op us a l ine at  Age To Age, 26  Quar ry
Road, Hereford HR1 1SS.

Drinks At The Vicarage

N ew s that the old Belmont pub is to be pul led downhas saddened J.Went from Scorner , Cornwall " I
remember i t  wel l  as  a  chi ld, but  my father  tol d m e
that i t was once a vicarage. For the l i fe of  me I can' t
think of  a church nearby except for  St Francis. Does
anyone know the mystery behind the pub,"

Hereford art ist  John Ward CBE celebrated his 819th
birthday at  the Rhyds pence Inn in the company of
many f riends including Linda R o se an d  Herbert
Holmes, a n d  a  co p y  o f  Heref ord  L o re' s T h e
Schoolchildren's Tale (on the table beside the cake
pictured above). The book apparently proved a focal
point in the conversation. i f  you would like a copy,
write to us at  26 Quarry Road, Hereford M i l  1SS.

Naming Names

A kind reader  has provided the missing names fromWiggins Social  Club cr icket team: George Rachel,
Ron Plant, Bob Grocutt, Steve Hull, Ian Parry and Bil l
Lucas, bac k  r ow ; R ichie Thwai tes, M aur i ce Phel ps
and Aubrey Preston, m iddle row; and Roy Beare and
Ian Preston, fr ont row.



Would you like to be
sure you receive

a copy of
Age to Age by post?

You can, by taking out a
0.00 a year subscription

from Hereford Lore,
26 Quarry Road,

Hereford HR I I  SS

Above, H aro ld  K in g  wit h  h is 21 l b  salmon pict ured
Boycott Road in 1937. Sadly Harold died recent ly.

Noticeboard
Coffee Morning
Wednesday October 13 1999

10.00 - 12.30
Hereford Town Hall

Proceeds to
Age To Age

Admission Free

Helping H an d
With Difficult Phone Calls

Are you i rri tated by those pre-recorded phone messages telling you to
press your Star Button? Are you confused by the options when you
phone the gas board, MEB or Welsh Water? Do you spend ages waiting
to hear a real voice?

Instead of hanging on to the telephone, wri te them a letter. And keep a
copy of it. If you are wri ting about something important a n  incorrect
bill, for example tak e  your letter to the post office and send i t
recorded delivery.
If you need help wri ting your letter, pop along to your local Age
Concern o r Citizens Advice office.

Helping Hand is sponsored by Advocacy for Older People (01432
261165)

Call:
Ci ti z ens  A dv i c e  B ur e a u,  l a  S t  Owe ns  S t,  H e r e for d
266456 (br a nc he s  i n Ross a nd Le omi ns te r ) ,
Age  C onc e r n H e r e fo r d  B e r r o w s  Bui ldings ,  B a th  S t.
H e r e for d (0 1 4 3 2  3 5 0 4 8 3 ) a nd Adv oc a c y  F o r  Ol d e r
P eople  (0 1 4 3 2  2 6 1 1 6 5 ).

Hereford Amateur Operatic Society
Present

That  G r eat  Musical
"Carousel"

At The Courtyard, Edgar Street
On Friday  November 5 Saturday  November 13

Evenings: 7.30
Matinees on 6th and 13th at 2.30 Tickets:
Evenings £9 .00  and £7.50 Matinee £ 6

Box Off ice Open -
Monday Oct ober 4 1999

Hooked on a
21 lb Salmon

at

T he fishing fraternity have risen to the bait following
A.J.Thomas' angling memories in our last issue. One
of his  angling friends, Harold King f rom Lower

Bullingham, regularly  wo n  angling compet it ions as  a
youngster, but being unable to afford the specialist tackle and
licence, he could not afford to fish for salmon. That was until
a benevolent Mr Manley presented him with his own old
fishing tackle and a note to take to Hattons Tackle Shop in St
Owens Street. The note instructed the shop to issue Harold
with a licence.
The young man practised hard with his old rod and reel. "It
was a heavy reel f or a 17 year old and I  was continually
getting hooked on the bottom of  the river" One Sunday in
April 1937, he returned to the Eign Stream with his brother
Bert and a group of senior salmon anglers.
"I stood on the remains of a tree stump with the high bank
behind me and started to cast. On the third cast, which was
a good one - half way across the river - as I wound in my line
I saw a salmon following my prawn bait about five yards from
where I was standing. It opened its mouth and swallowed the
prawn. I struck. It made off into the middle of the river with
the reel screaming away. I shouted at the top of my voice"
All the senior anglers came running to give me instructions

on how to play the salmon. It took a good twenty minutes to
beat the fish."
Harold's salmon weighed 21 lbs  10 ounces. "I  sold i t  t o
Machsheries in Eign Street for 0.2s ,  a fortune t o me in
those days."
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FRIENDS OF AGE TO AGE
FREESTYLE Fields Yard, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 OEL

Tel: 01432 343188 Fax: 01432 358513
ABBOTSFIELD FUNERAL DIRECTORS Monkmoor Street,

Hereford HR1 2DX
BEAUMONT TRUST

COPYING & RESTORING OLD PHOTOGRAPHS,
PHOTO GLAZING

Juergen and Janet Koenigsbeck, Telephone 341608 Work
851560 Home

HEREFORD AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
ROCKFIELD DlYStation Approach, Hereford 01432 274146

Your Local Independent DIY Store
Imperial Restaurant and Bars Widemarsh Street, Hereford

01432 273646
Bay Horse Inn. Kings Acre Road, Hereford Tel: 01432 273351
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