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NOW ON TAPEAGE To  AG E
,Hereford Lore Reminiscence Newsletter

Youngsters at Lord Scudamore School in the 1940's or 1950's. Can you date the picture for us?

The Pig That Never Was
S ince our next issue will focus on war t ime Hereford,have been remembering some of  my  own war t ime
experiences. During the last war the air raid wardens at
St Mart ins  f ormed a  p i g  c lub.  About  3 0  members
subscribed 1 0  shillings  (50p) eac h a n d  o n e  o f  o u r
members arranged f or a  local f armer to rear the pig
During this period pictures of the pig in various stages of
growth were posted on the notice board
We were told the pig would be killed and delivered on a

St. Mary's Hospital
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i  closing down. A  courageous group o f  fo rmer
patients have joined forces a t  MIND Da y Centre,
Hereford to recall their experiences in  the Victorian
institution w h i c h  w a s  o n c e  h o m e  t o  m a n y
Here fordians.
This particular reminiscence pro ject w i l l  he lp  t o
challenge the stigma of mental illness.
If you have any experiences to relate about St Mary's
drop us a line at Age To Age, PO Box 87, Hereford
HR4 9X5 and we will pass on your thoughts to the St.
Mary's Reminiscence Project.

Dear
Newsletter

We are the Holmer Primary School
History Research Group. W e  a re
10 and 11 years  old. We wonder if
you could help us? We are trying to
find o u t  about Hol mer School  i n
past times. W e  hav e interv iewed
two people who used to  come to
our school . W e  hav e h a d  e i ght
letters al ready  and  hav e phoned
three people. W e would l ike more
people to come in to our school o r
write t o  u s  a t  Ho l m er Sc hool ,
Holmer Hereford.

Yours sincerely

ALA
l u t
aarrosAkhrk

certain even ng and our members all turned up carrying
baskets like butchers.
We waited and waited until we received a phone call to
say t he v an had broken down Ev ery one went  home
crestfallen. A week later we waited for the pig again. No
pig. There was a phone call to say the pig had weevil in it.
The truth was  the pig had never existed! But  we made
such a fuss that we all got our money back in the end.

Alf Evans

Our next issue of Age to Age will be out in
July. Copies a re  available from Ci ty  a nd
Belmont L i br a r i e s ,  H e r e f o r d  T o u r i s t
Information Centre, The  City  Environment
Directorate at Garrick House, Age Concern
Offices, Berrows House, Ba th Street a nd
Hereford Town Hall.
Hereford L o r e  Editoria l  G r o u p  a r e  A l f
Evans, Edith Gammage, Roy  Kennett, J im
Thomas, V i  Thomas, V i  Woolaway, Tom
Woolaway, Bill Morris and Bill Laws. We are
grateful for the support 2f:

COMIC
RELIEF

Charity Projects UK
• a r t sMIDLANDSWESTMIDLANDSARTS
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Back to School
F ollowing on from our picture of Scudamore schoolpupils on the front page Kathleen Colley recalls
her days in Standard 1 at Scudamore Infants School
"My teacher was Miss Paul who came each day by
train from Ledbury On Empire Day, circa 1919 we all
wore a common daisy, symbol of the British Empire
The yellow centre depicted the Mother country, the
white petals the various countries of the Empire.
"I vivid ly remember the preparations prio r to  the
celebration on the Castle Green t h e y  consisted of
marching round the school hall four abreast with
special attention paid to turning those on the inside
taking smaller steps than those on  the outside -
wheeling? - the word fascinated me
"We spent t ime  learning Ru le  Britannia and the
National Anthem The weather was always warm, and
some children fainted - it was quite an event!"
Like her sister Margaret, Kathleen went on to become
a teacher
She and Margaret a lso  recalled the  days when
Ryeland Street wa s made u p  o f  loca l business
people M r  Searle, furniture M r  Hall the grocer; Mr
Mitchell the tailor Mr Symonds the gents outfitter Mr
North and Mr Constable the butchers, Caple Beavan
the poulterer Mr Roberts the baker Mr Thompson the
dentist and Doctor Corey the physician

Commercial Street
R f i r s  Ma ry  Hankins writes from Kings Norton in

Birmingham about another part o f  Hereford
Commercial Street -  where, as Mollie Mayan sh e
helped in her parent's sweet shop
"My grandparents were headmaster and headmistress
of Withington school a n d  when they moved t o
Hereford I spent most of my childhood holidays with
them When w a s  14 my mother and mo ve d  to the
shop this being half of the Post Office in Commercial
Road M y  father kep t  h is  jo b  a t  Cadbury's i n
Birmingham and travelled down every weekend and
during holidays.
"On the other side of Commercial Road where the bus
station is now was the prison with its long wall facing
us. We rented a house in Penngrove Road Later we
moved to a house in a row opposite the post office
These houses were pulled down after we left, but first
the prison was demolished t o  make way fo r the
cinema. This ncreased our trade considerably
"I a l s o  remember c o ws  b e in g  wa lke d  a lo n g
Commercial Road to market.
"For the first two years attended the High School,
then n  Coningsby Street. u se d  to walk there through
the old graveyard from Commercial Road
"At 16 sta rted  work at Alec Evans, hairdressers in
High Street. I joined the swimming club and we used
to go to dances in the surrounding villages and spent
long su mme r d a ys boating o n  t h e  r ive r a n d
caravanning o n  i t s  banks. W e  ca me  b a ck t o
Birmingham in 1937
"I wonder if any of my colleagues from Alec Evans are

The Post Office Home Guard pose for their picture, lent to us by Eva

still around, Gladys Farmer, Murie l Breeze, Ruth
Turner I  know its a long, long time but it would be
good to hear from them"

Housewifery Classes
T h e re  must be many who remember the domestic

1 science building at the rear of the Town Hall in
East Street. B e ry l  Re e ce  (n e e  Claytor) reca lls
attending Housewifery classes there  T h e  cla ss
mistresses were Miss Thomas and Miss Roberts.
Beryl started work aged 14 as a  nursemaid to  Mr
I  B.Feltham Hereford Town Clerk, and his wife

In The Swim
The bathing belle in our picture
is Hereford Lore secretary V i
Thomas pictured after learning
to swim at the modest age of
61 Vi,  now in her mid 70s had
as her instructor Chris Rune
BENI wh o  taught over 500
people to swim including one
lady of 91 Chris, who received
his British Empire Medal for his
work w i t h  m a n y  l o c a l
community projects, is a good
example of how active we can
be whatever our age.

Red Noses All Round

C harity Projects UK have put their support behind AgeTo Age with a grant of E1,000. Charity Projects is a
national charity which makes grants available t o
worthwhile initiatives; much of their money comes from
Red Nose Day Their grant together with the support of
Hereford City Council and West Midlands Arts has
ensured that Age To Age can run for another year
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;artwright. Eva's Husband is on the top right.

Tragedy Strikes R.O.F.
ins, deputy headwarden of St. Martin's Air
IVardens from '38 to 46 recalls the Hereford

27 1942 a t  about 06.00 a  single German
rcled over the Royal Ordnance Factory at
and dropped two 250kg bombs on to a transit

mber were killed and many more injured
' bomb struck a  girder and was deflected

large open doors of the shed, striking the
I continuing for some 100 yards through the
leter fence into the house o f  the Police
dent of ROF nearby Five  of those in  the
and Mrc• E.J Hursey their son home on leave,

and her mother were killed Only
sey, their other son then aged 16 survived
rter he told me about the bombing
moved into a  converted bedroom in  the
ljoining the house to  make room for their
Nakened by the plane h e  looked from his
vindow and saw the plane coming straight
m H e  saw both bombs fall and  the first
_It to his amazement the bomb came through
Joors, bouncing along the ground, heading
le house. He  ran downstairs to  warn h is
the bomb exploded. Some minutes later he

Dd a voice calling out: 'Is anyone alive?'
1 on my way to the Norton Avenue ARP post
ombs exploded. Arriving on the scene found
tendent's house just a pile of rubble and when
ut, somewhat hopelessly 'Is there anyone
ice replied from out of 14 feet of rubble.

useable telephone was difficult but the
ARP Rescue team were  soon rescuing
'sey H e  w a s  ta ke n  t o  hospita l f o r
In and found clear of any injuries."

*vet One rit
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Miss Julie on Stage
Compass Th e a t re  Co mp a n y w i l l  b e
performing Miss Julie at Folly Arts Theatre
on Thursday May 19. For more information
contact the Art College on (0432) 273359

Bursaries to Budding Musicians.
Hereford City Council is offering bursaries to musicians working
or living in Hereford to attend a Music Summer School due to
take place between August 13 - 20 More details from Elizabeth
Bates, 13 Pera Place, Camden, Bath, BA1 5NX

Get Going'.
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Tourism. Further detai l s  f rom Natal i a
Silver A r t s  Dev el opment Of f i c er a t
Hereford c i t y  c o u n c i l  W i d e m a rs h
Street, Hereford HR4 9EU
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FRIENDS OF AGE TO AGE
FREE STYLE Croydon House,

5 Eign Road,
Hereford HR1 2LW

c a p l a c s  T e le p h o n e  (0432)  343188Fax ( 0 4 3 2 )  358513

METALWORK SUPPL IES
Unit 15, Grandstand Business Centre. Faraday Road, Hereford HR4 9NS

T elephone (0432) 266621 F ax (0432) 270323

The Good Old Days
Chandos House, 42 St. Owen St

Hereford HR1 2PR
Telephone (0432) 357352

Denco
Denco Ltd. PO Box 11

Holmer Road, Hereford HR4 9SJ
T elephone (0432) 277277

People Didn't Used
To Bother You

In the summer more travellers used to live and work  in
Herefordshire than in any other English county Still our largest
ethnic minority  group, travellers continue t o  suf fer f rom
harassment and a poor understanding of their way of life.
The Traveller Support  Group i s  helping a  group o f
Herefordshire t ravellers t o  document  t heir  l ives  i n  a
reminiscence project.
Here a Hereford-born woman compares horse drawn waggon
life with the modern truck and trailer of today
"My father and mother always had one of  those waggins or
open tops, what  you people called old fashioned caravans.
The house dwellers used to like to see em, well they do today
And any nice bit of place what was convenient, you could pull
over and you'd have no complaints. People didn't used to
bother you.
"Well then the higher people as had the money to spend,
different to how my parents did, they'd go and buy a trailer
Well it  started the lot  having one. But  trailers is  different
altogether I  mean you only been there so long and people
wants you to go.

Horses And Waggins
"I tell you why I like the horses and waggins f o r  to go from
here to Worcester you'd make it  two days travel. Well in a
motor, you'm here and you'm there! But you couldn't do that
with animals; you had to give them their time.
"I think I was happier to have the horses going along. I  mean
you didn't have to pay for petrol, diesel, tax, insurance, like.
All you had to pay was to have 'em new-shoed about once a
month. You could put the horses on the chain, put 'ern on side
of the road and let 'em fill their bellies. Give 'em a drink of
water when they wanted it. It didn't cost you nothin'
"You could hear 'em eatin when you was in bed, hear 'ern a-
chammin their jaws all night. We people was proud of  our
horses that time of day like we're proud now to see one of our
sons with a good lorry you know? We was always proud of
our animals."

1 THIS MATERIAL HAS BEEN COLLECTED BY THE HEREFORD LORE EDITORIAL GROUP HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTS NO LIABILITY FOR INACCURACIES 1


