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days, the happiest days
of your ife!

So often we hear this
phrase, but do we all agree?
Over the last few weeks we
have been collecting tales
told by various people of
their own persona
experiences. I am sure that
when you have finished
reading through this
newsletter no 5 you will be
able to identify with some of
the happenings Please let
us know if you have anyth ng
to re ate
During 1993 the editorial

group made several visits to
senior citizens' organisations
to ta k about their work in

compiling Age To Age
and retelling some
of the stories
co lected
If you belong to a group

and think th s of interest, we
would welcome an nvitation
to Jo n you You can
contact myself or
the ma n office m y
phone number is
Hereford 354934,
Natalia Silver,
Hereford City
Council's Arts
Development officer,
is on Hereford
268121 ext 253

If you are
wondering why

Ruth Cross is
dressed up to the

nines,
turn to the back

page and read
about Learning

Later In Life.

Roy Kennett.

V.E. Day 1945 and Church
Street is blocked by a

street party.

Bishops Frome 1940.
The Post Office telephone repair  gang

make good damage caused by German bombers

Our next issue of Age to Age will be out in
May. Copies a re  available from Ci ty  a nd
Belmont L i br a r i e s ,  H e r e f o r d  T o u r i s t
Information Centre, The  City  Environment
Department a t  Garrick  Hous e  a n d  A g e
Concern, Berrows House, Bath Street.
Hereford L o r e  Editoria l  G r o u p  a r e  A l f
Evans, Edith Gammage, Roy  Kennett, Jim
Thomas, V i  Thomas, V i  Woolaway, Tom
Woolaway and Bill Laws. We are grateful for
the support of:
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Remember the feel of the cast iron desk on your  knees? Miss Daw stands by the
window in St. Ownes School 1930 while her pupi ls pose for  a formal picture.

Denzil Booton loaned the picture

School days in
Its 1914 and the gir ls of Blue Coat Scho(

boxes and scraps dur ing a needlework les
left, front row remembers Connie Harding, I
Dorothy Wigley, Salome Jay, Phoebe Astol

and the Pritchard twini

No Nak ed L igh t s  w a r  he wished to be known as Captain -  but to f o r  being
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memories such as this one from a former pupil Eggy ,  a  ribald reference to his  rather pointed, impresse
at St Owens School " A new boy had recently b a ld  head h a v i n g  to

arrived at school from the big city This boy was " E g g y  Harris wielded the cane frequently and l e f t  schoc
naturally keen to impress the local hicks with his v e r y  briskly, but we the pupils were not alone in
street cred and started by  bringing to school a  fear ing his wrath The staff felt the sharpness of M a r y
few " dirty French postcards." These were of first h i s  tongue and parents who came to school to Scudamc
world war vintage, but to us lads they were very, c omplain about the treatment meted out to their w a s  corn'
very daring as few of us had ever been allowed offspr ing were often seen beating a retreat along l i k e  ar ith
to see even a naked light before H o l m e r  Road, hotly pursued by an irate Eggy d i d n ' t  like
"One day this lad turned up with a  huge .45 " O u r  headmaster  w a s  probably  t h e  o n ly  " O u r  he

service revolver  h idden u n d e r  h i s  jac k et.  headmaster  in the country who kept a rifle behind teac her  N
Fortunately it was not loaded I  was on duty as h i s  desk. When he regaled us with stories of the w  i o l d
headmaster's clerk that week and managed to F ir s t  World War and the not insignificant part he m y  nand
persuade him to let me take care of it while he h a d  played in it, he would brandish the rifle in an
was in class In my youthful wisdom I thought the aggress ive manner
safest hiding place was in the cupboard in the " S o  impressed were we with the stories he told E n i d  Pi
front of the headmaster's desk where we prefects u s  of his exploits on the battlefield that when he loy a l c or
kept our copies of Health and Efficiency as well as k ed one boy, Bobby Butler
. " W h o  w o n  t h e  l a s t  
C o a t  G i r
as Boys Own. I  was successful in keeping this war ,  Butler? "Bobby replied (as every other boy R o a d  " 1
artillery piece from being spotted by the teachers w ou ld  have done) "You, s ir " He was caned for Street. 0
and was able to return it to him after school" i m p u d e n c e  which w e  a l l  thought was  mos t  ( nex t  to 1
As a sequel to the saga, the narrator met the unfa ir "  g i r l s  schc

boy's brother in law over 40 years later -  and, B u l b s  F or  Dor a w a s  knoc
yes, the story was still part of the school history D o r a  Wilk inson recalls her school days at Lord a l l  becarr

Scudamore school around 1922 Dor a  always w a s  walk
Eggy 's  Rif le s e e m e d  to be getting into hot water, so much so c lothes  p

Weaponry was also a feature of a story from Bill t h a t  her desk was removed from the classroom abou t  thi
Morris w h o  r ec alled Capta in  D  W Harris, o n t o  the landing B u t  Dora would pull faces w h a t  hap
headmaster of Holmer School in the twenties and through the window and cause further disruption c l o s e d ,  tr
thirties. "Because he had served in the first world O n c e  she was given a bowl of hyacinths bulbs O wens  in



I are making doll ' s beds out of recycled
;on. Edi th Preece, edge of the picture, far
Ina Preece, Connie Jones, Nora Battersby,
1, Doris Tudor, Irene Barnes, Joy Lambert

Majorie and Phyllis.timid
good and she proudly returned home
bulbs H e r  father  w a s  les s  than

J. "You should be ashamed of yourself
be bribed to be good," he told her Dora
I at thirteen and a half

Orange Peel Cure
Waldrop, n o w  7 4 ,  w a s  ano ther
re school pupil " My  favourite subject
)osition as I loved writing stories I  didn't
rnetic, especially fractions because I
carrying the dot!
idmistress was Mrs Pyke, but it was our
It's Jones who gave me the cane once I
by tt
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o take away the sting

Honours Boards
irker from Cheltenham is  one o f  our
respondents S h e  attended The Blue
s School as  Enid Preece o f  Ledbury
he Blue School was  in  Blue School
.
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vhere Brooks had their garage and the
ol When the boys school closed a way
ked between the two school halls and it
e a girls school "Several years ago as I
ing by I went inside the girls' porch, the
egs were still there " I  have enquired
) Honours Boards, but  no-one knows
pened to them When the Boys' school
left Honours Boards were moved to St
Symonds Street."

Miss Hatton poses with her class of '32 at Lord Scudamore School. Mary
Waldrop, then Mary Chamberlain, who loaned the picture is fifth from the left in

the second row from the back.
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A ge to Age asked local childrenfrom Lord Scudamore School to
recall their first years at school and
describe education today

"My f irst day  at  school was  scary
because I  didn't  know anyone. M y
mum took me to school that day and I
was very upset to see her go. I t  was
weird not  s it t ing o n  t he  sofa a n d
watching t he  T  V a l l  d a y "  Claire
Preece.

"I did not like school at first because it
was strange and nobody knew me. My
first years were getting better When we
had P E. in our vests and pants I was a
bit embarrassed." Matthew Virgo.

"On my first day at school mum came
in with me, I  was very nervous, w a s
not used to doing work and mixing with
children." Matthew Llewellyn.

"One day  when t he teacher asked
everyone to go out and play I hid under
the table because I had nobody to play

Learning later in life
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Cross left elementary school in 1935 to
work as a book keeper on a  farm Bu t

when her children were studying for their exams
Ruth decided to take her 0  and A level history at
Hereford Technical college Someone a t  the
college suggested s he study history with the
Open University which, she says, is  within the
reach of anyone of normal intelligence The main
requirements are self discipline, the ability  to
study and to meet assignment deadlines
Ruth now has a Bachelor of Arts degree, has

written a  fascinating history o f  the Coningsby
family, and says "it's  rewarding t o  find one's
grandchildren asking for help with their university
work. I don't generally use BA after my signature
but its use will ensure an intelligent reply to any
letter - no crushing the "silly woman" under the
carpet!" Ruth is pictured after receiving her B.A.
on our front page
FRIENDS OF AGE TO AGE

FREE STYLE Croydon House,
5 Eign Road,
Hereford HR1 2LW

c o o k s  Telephone (0432) 343188Fax: (0432) 358513

METALWORK SUPPLIES
Unit 15, Grandstand Business Centre, Faraday Road, Hereford HR4 9NS

Telephone (0432) 266621 Fax (0432) 270323

The Good Old Days
Chandos House, 42 St. Owen St.

Hereford HR1 2PR
Telephone (0432) 357352

Denco
Denco Ltd, PO Box 11

Holmer Road, Hereford HR4 95J
Telephone (0432) 277277

A view of
school today

with. Th e  headmaster came i n  and
started having a conversation with the
teacher "Samantha Johns.

"At school now I dislike people that will
not play with me and people that talk
about me when a m  not there" Claire
Davies.

The wors t  moment  a t  school was
when we had to do History all day "
Kirsty

"I don't like all the tests because I get
them wrong." Amy Carwardine.

"I think that when I go up to Secondary
School I will be scared and w i l l  have
no f riends a n d  lots  o f  homework."
Helena Sayce.

"I think High School sounds good

because the teachers treat you more
like adults." Christopher H.

"I think secondary school is going to
be hell on earth." James.

Many thanks to the following people
for their contributions which were not
used and to Mr Box for his co-operation:
Donna E v a ns ,  S a r a h Matthews,
Daniel Lewis,  Jonathan Devereux,
Verity Chi lbert,  Kimberley,  Car ia,
Matthew Rober ts,  Richard Jones,
David Blair, Andrew Davies, David
Price, Jane Healey, Billy, Emma M.,
Adele, Lucy,  Kim Nicholson, Robin
Silcox, Michael Eden, David Bishop,
Alana Matthews, Martin Sockett.
The school want any information you

have of Lord Scudamore School. Th e
school want  t o produce a  display of
Scudamore throughout t he ages  b y
using reminiscences and photographs.
Send information d o  Hereford Lore
P a  Box 87 HR4 9XS.

How do most of us view
our schooldays of 40 or
50 years ago, from the
relative tranquillity of our
retirement? T h e  b e s t
years o f  our  lives? A
time of enforced study?
I suspect retirement for
most of us is not looked
upon as a time to start
learning a g a i n  B u t
surprisingly this is often
what happens , wr ites
Betty Winser.

Betty is  involved with
the W E A  ( Wor k er s
Educational A s s o c -
iation) which organises
everything from courses
in local monastic history
to theatre v is its  a n d
literature (Recently they
studied George Eliot's
Middlemarch j u s t  i n
time f o r  t h e  B B C
dramatisation)

Study can very  often
become attractive again

because w e  c an pic k
and chose the subjects
that attract us and even
sometimes choose the
very subjects that didn't
interest us at school but
do in old age
Whereas we remember

school as  s itting on  a
hard chair  a t  a  desk,
now we often have easy
chairs as befits our age,
and enjoy  a  coffee a t
half time

And how  nic e i t  is ,
when the eyesight isn't
as good as  it  was and
the joints get a bit stiff,
to f ind t h e  brain s t ill
works!
If you are interested in

what the WEA has  t o
offer w hy  n o t  g e t  n
touch with Betty  a t  5
Sinclair Drive, Hampton
Dene, Hereford H R 1
1 UE

1 THIS MATERIAL HAS BEEN COLLECTED BY THE HEREFORD LORE EDITORIAL GROUP HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTS NO LIABILITY FOR INACCURACIES 1


