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Coronation Day
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will be a very happy and peaceful one.
Many years ago it was the custom or tradition for a boy preferably with
dark hair to carry a piece of coal to his neighbour's house, wish them
good luck and step over the door-step, when he hopefully received a
penny or  two.
As the years pass by life has become much more easier in many ways
with all the modern facilities, but sadly there is also much worry and
stress for  so many people. On seeing the recent fall of snow I  was
reminded of my childhood days, walking to school with old socks over
my shoes to keep my feet dry and walking in the tracks of cartwheels.
We had no such things as wellington boots. Those were happy and
harefree days, but then that was nearly eighty years ago; life now is so

( ' ' c h  easier  and better  i n many ways o r  is i t? How times have
changed.
Best wishes for a happy year to all our readers.
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Mrs Rresitirtg (I  hope we've read your name correctly ) from Leadury also
wrote in with the right answer and adds that the fire station was situated
on t h e  oppos i te s ide o f  the  s treet a t  the  Gaol  Street corner, 'Tw o
buildings long since gone are the Kemble Theatre, Broad Street and the
Hop Sorting office where, as one passed by o n e  was aware of an acrid
smell, " she writes
Mrs BILGoodOeld of Co l l ege
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are thi r 490pur th fram'IMMAht in the second row from the front and
her brother Dennis a on thol i obteri o of the row from behind
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are photographed outside Lord Scudamore School
for the coronation of  King George V1 in 1937 The
picture belongs to Mrs Inez Snowzell who came to
Hereford in 1941 (as Miss Hams) to work at the Royal
Ordinance Factory (ROE) Four years on she married
Alfred Snowzell who also worked at the ROE' after
being invalided out of the Royal Air  Force in 1944.
There is a plaque in the Town
Hall i n  memory  o f  h is
brother George, k illed at
Caen i n  1 9 4 4 .  T h e
Snowzell family  came
from Friar Street. Their
father Benjamin, born
there i n  1875, was  a
lamp-lighter who died as
a result of an accident.
Ellen Snowzell, born a t
Friar Street i n  1906 was
given a  Deans  M e d a l  a t
Scudamore School - several children in the Scudamore
school photograph pic tured above a r e  sporting
prominent medals. Were these Deans Medals? What
were they? Can anyone shed any light on this?

Our next issue of Age  to Age  will be  out in
March. Copies are available from the City and
Belmont Libraries, Hereford Tourist Information
Centre, The City Environment Department a t
Garrick House a n d  A g e  Concern, Berrows
House Bath Street
Hereford Lore Editorial Group a re  Alf Evans,
Edith Gammage, Roy Kennett, Jim Thomas, Vi
Thomas, Vi Woolaway and Tom Woolaway
We are grateful for the support of
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Hereford City Council
Supporting the Arts



WHAT DID WE DO BEFORE
" • ' N

Kinema
I remember  r em em ber
The house where I was born,
The Little m eadow  where the sun
Came peepi ng in at  morn,
He never  cam e a wink too soon
Nor br ought too long a day
But now I often wish the night
Had born my breath aw ay
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our b e d  a t  ni ght wr i tes Douglas Parsons fr om  W addi ngton,
Lincolnshire.
Memories g o  back and am  a little boy of five or  six years. There
is the Kinerna in St Owens's Street m anaged  by  Mr Butterwor th
who used t o  gi ve w e  kids a  com i c  eac h as  w e  pai d our  2d
entrance fee. As a m  eighty now  this must have been at  least 70
years ago.  I still r emember  the stars of  those silent screen days
Eddy Polo and Elmo Lincoln, strong m en, Char l ie Chapl in in the
Trenches and the floating candl e stick.
There w as the other  c inem a, the Pal ladium in Berr ington Street
They w er e al l  a  good  tw o pennywor th. The cheapes t  seats a t
night were 5d, then 8d, then i s  3d. And faggots  and peas  from
the shop round the back by the church f o r g e t  its name.
What about  the Garrick in Widemarsh Street nam ed after  David
Garrick, the gr eat ac tor ? And don' t  for get the Kem ble Iheatr e
opposi te the General  Post Office in Broad Street

remember r em em ber  c el ebr at i ons  of  the endi ng of  the first
world w ar  w hen St Peters Square was bei ng dec or ated w i th a
long l ine of  bunting across the square and the tal l  chimney of  a
steam engine breaking it down.
I am  a  Tupsley m an a n d  shal l  always r em em ber  our  bel oved
pol iceman, Geor ge Penry h e  c aught  m e onc e w hen w a s
scrumping apples. Com ing up to m e he said: ' N ow  then young
Parsons, what is your name?'  We kids loved Mr Penry l oved him as
a father  and I remember  the tears running dow n his cheeks as he
m ade his speech o f  thanks on  r eceiving his pr esent fr om  t he
parish.

Douglas'  recol lections were accom pani ed by  a  note: " M ay be
am of f  key but  you hav e set m y brain box  turning I f  this is not
exactly y our  hor n o f  c i der  k i ndl y  l e t  m e  k now  a n d  I  w i l l
endeavour  t o  r edi r ec t  m y  s i gn p o s t "  N o  M r  Parsons, thi s
evocative horn of cider  is a ver i table hogshead: tell us more.

Ladies Underwear
A ccording to John Burgoyne Hei  eford's enter tainment r angedfrom K e n
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down to the cinema in St Ow ens Street where the laundrette now
stands. ' It w ent back  a bi t more than w hat the laundr ette does,
because i t took  in thei r  back  room.'  he explained. But the films
and shows did not meet with everyone's approval .

Mrs Stinton of  Whitecross Road has passed on to us her  husband
William s recol lections of  Curly Wallis, a  l ocal  solicitor and tow n
council lor
"Living in the ear ly 1900s he was very Victor ian and very MUCh
against any form of obscene literature or semi nakedbodi es. Very
often the m anager  of  the Kemble Theatre would be ti cked off if
some of the bill posters in various parts of the city were too bizarre
Sometimes l ocal  dr aper s  shops w oul d di splay cer tai n l adies '
underwear  in their  shop windows and then get someone to inform
Curly about  it and, as he was appr oachi ng they  would dr op the
blinds or cover  the offending articles. Lo and behol d there would
be a question in the paper  r un by Jack Nolan such as 'Who w
the council lor  seen looking at the ladies'  underwear?'
"If the snow and slush was not  c l ear ed aw ay  by  shop owners,
Curly would get the pol ice on the job.
"He onc e gav e m e tw o invitations to go  to a  chapel  in Br idge
Street and hear  Gypsy Smith. M uch to m y mother ' s annoyance
(she was a big church wom an)  w e n t  and I never  r egretted i t as
Gypsy Smith inspired m e w i th t he things he  was doi ng for  t he
soldiers and  sailors in t he w ay  of  m aking m oney  col lections t o
provide tea and sandwiches dur ing the 1914 1918 war
"Another  of  his pet  things was fire fighting equi pm ent and every
evening a  telescopic l adder  on tw o w ooden wheels w oul d b e
drawn i nto High Town by  the pol i ce. The l adder  was for  use i f
needed, to run up to windows in case of fire at Greenlands, Kings,
Edwards' and  others w ho em pl oyed lar ge numbers of  girls and
ladies who lived over  the shop premises."

Orchard House
T he Hereford Lore gr oup hav e visited and tal ked to peopl e inseveral residential homes recently i ncluding Drybr idge House in
Saint Mar tins Str eet a n d  m or e  r ecent l y  Or c har d H ous e a t
Withington. Here w e were hear tened by  the encour aging words
of Gilbert Smith, w ho joined the Citizen and Bulletin as a repor ter
in 1927 and later edi ted a Kidderminster newspaper



TELEVISION

Si? Ha r r y  L o v e WM.  RO US E Denis  O 'Ne il l E DWA RD J O HN
-S& J ef f rey  Dig b y A RT HUR F O RD Lady  L o s e R E H M  DA V I E S

Maj. -G en.  M a n n e r in g T RAVI S T I L E Y Be n  Ma n n e r in g HE S T E R F O RD
Solomon Sm u g L EN.  CO T T REL L Sophy VI O L ET WI L L I AM S
Sgt .  M u s t a r d WM.  G RI F F I T HS Peggy K A T HL E E N S HO RT
Obadiah B lu n t YI N.  S UL L I V A N Prue M A RY  K E NNY
John Br a d d lu in E DWA RD M A Y O Ap p le  Wo ma n J O YCE S A NDE RS
Or. F lu t e RO NAL D E L T O N Is abel DO RI S M I L ESES

•  The cas t of  Highwayman Love on s tage at  St
Martin's H a l l  o v e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  a g o .  B o t h
Highwayman Love and Don Quixote ( "Orchestra
and Chorus of  over  80 Performers", boas ted the
bill pos ter )  w e r e  per for m ed b y  S t  M ar ti n' s
Operatic Society around 1937 and 1938.
The picture, tak en b y  the Hereford Times, w as
l oaned by one of the performers.
The shows'  di rector  was Godfr ey Davies, bor n in
1899 and  the founder  m em ber  o f  the Hereford
Y.M.C.A. or chestr a a n d  a  m em ber  o f  the Bon
Optimist Concer t Par ty and Christy Minstrels. H e
com posed s ongs ,  m a n y  o f  l o c a l  i nter es t
including Hereford ft:tyre and Red Uns with White
Faces.
Our r epor ter  Roy Kennett has m anaged to f i nd
several o f  the per formers i ncluding Bill Griffiths,
Violet Williams, Susie Lofts and Arthur Ford. But, he
asks, t her e m a y  b e  other s  w h o  c a n  i dent i fy
themselves wi th these productions; i f  so, pl ease
contact Hereford Lore o u r  address is on page
one.

He remembered sitting an hour  long exam for  the
then edi tor  of the Citizen, R,E.Abbott i n offices at
the bac k  of  M ay lord Orchards. " In those days i f
you had  a  typewr i ter  in the offi ce y o u  thought

the new spaper  w as  r i ch " C as t i ng hi s  ex per t  e y e  ov er  our
publ ication h e  j udged i t  " pr etty  good. "  A n d  his adv i c e is as
relevant to us as i t is to our  readers: "  If you hav e a story wor th
telling, write it down and send it in."
Vi Thomas, Tom W ool aw ay and  Vi  W ool aw ay tal ked t o  other
residents, There was Kathryn Carpenter , w ho in her  l ate eighties
has l ost her  sight Kathr yn s par ents used t o  k eep The Laurels
Guest House in Park Street where she helped look after  the paying
guests. Then ther e w as  Silvia M athews, aw ar ded f r ee mi lk by
Bartonsharn Dair ies for  be i ng  thei r  l onges t serving cus tom er
(Sadly Sylvia di ed in late December) .
Phyllis Jones, now  85 was born in Hay but spent her  life farming in
Herefordshire w hi l e  M ar gar et  Boa l c h  w h o  i s  9 0 ,  l i v ed  i n
Herefordshire for  50 years. She and her  husband Ted, who worked
at the Tile Works and was a  fi rewatcher  dur ing the war  h a d  a
cot tage a t  C latter  Park, Phyllis wor ked o n  D ean Dent' s Farm,
When she first m oved ther e s he says, peopl e tr eated her  like a
foreigner!
The Or c har d H ous e r esidents r ecent l y  f ough t  a  l o n g  a n d

mately successful batt l e to save their  hom e from closure. Now
iney ar e wai ting to see w ho will run Orchard House w hen a s  a
cost saving exercise by the local author i ty i t  is passed into pr ivate
m anagem ent next year

Bullies
Many o f  our  r eaders l i ve i n residential  c ar e hom es a n d  o n e
Geoffrey Pr ice fr om  Bur ton Lodge i n Whitecross R oad,  f ound
himself in a reminiscent m ood while recover ing from an illness.
He h a d  t he  unfor tunate exper i ence o f  bei ng bul l i ed bo t h  a t
school (by one of the masters) and later  when he star ted work as
a junior  clerk in Hereford. " I stuck to the job al though h a t e d  i t at
first But  ther e w er e so m any  unem pl oyed i t w oul d hav e been
very har d for  m e to ge t  another  one. M y  exper ience of  bei ng
bullied l ed m e t o  bel i eve that  bull ies usual ly suffered fr om  a n
inferiority complex.'
Eventually the office bul ly left and Geoffrey continued working for
the com pany for 48 years, broken only by a spell in the RAF dur ing
the war
Geoffrey Pr ice r ecal l ed t w o  other  am using incidents fr om  his
Hereford past O ne  day  he was talking to his old science master
who had cal led at  the office. "W e chaffed about  old times and
asked him if he r emembered the High School Sports Day when a
pupil r ac i ng in the 0 0  yards, w on in an astonishing time of  9,2

"What on earth did people do before television or radio?"
Well, they didn't sit at home and stare at the Tilley lamp.
There was l ive music a nd theatre a nd a t  least three
cinemas to chose from. In this issue we look at Hereford's
entertainments in times gone by

Si. MAN HALL
G ra n d  P e r f o r m a n c eHMIMI:LOVE

A ROMANTIC COMIC OPERA
in T wo  Acts and 3 Scenes, writ ten by F. R . Bell and

Harold Ellis, composed by W  H .  Bullock.
(Aut hors and Composer of  "Dogs  of  Devon, " and " Count  of  Como. ")
IMIUMENNOMEMS

CAST

Dig g o ry  C H R I S .  WE A G E R
Gaffer J o rg e  A R T H U R  WI L L I AM S C h o r u s  o f  Rus t les ,  Gues ts  a n d  G re n a d ie rs

Dances arranged  b y  M i ss H O P E  PEN N EL L

TUESDAY, FEB. ISth,  a t  7 -3 0  p.m.
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE FOR CHILDREN

Admission 3d.  &  6d.

WEDNESDAY,THORSOA
FEB. 16, 17 & 18,

Y&FOIDAY
at 8  p.m.

Tickets: 1 /- & 1 /6 ,  2/I.
(Unreserved) ( R e s e r v e d )

A lim it ed number  wi l l  be admit t ed at  6d.

Stage Manager R e v .  T  A .  W I LKI NSO N
Propert y Mast er C .  J.  BI SHO P
Accompanist  C ,  N.  NO RRI S
Scenery and Propert ies by  Messrs. R.  HO NE  &  C.  W EAG ER
Elect rical Effects Messrs .  C. H.  RANT ELL and G UY  DAVI ES

Proceeds in  aid  o f  St. Mart in's Church Organ Fund

seconds a l l  because some clot using the time clock had m ade
an error! H e paused for  a  m om ent  a n d  w i th a  smile said he
remembered very well because the clot concer ned was him."
Another  tal e thi s  tim e one of  exceptional  stamina, concer ned
the l ong di stance runner  R.E.Cole. "He l ived at  Vowchur ch, ten
miles from Hereford and told m e in ear ly 1940 that he had just run
in from his hom e to the labour  exchange to sign on for  the war
He had been tol d he was too ol d so he was goi ng to run bac k
hom e b u t  befor e do i ng s o  w oul d r un t o  Rotherwas t o  t h e
Munitions Factory to see i f they coul d gi ve him a  j ob there. H e
was a marvellous runner "

Remember Enid?
A nother  of  our  regular  cor respondents is Enid Parker  former lyEnid Preece whose father  dispensed medicine in the city Enid
lives in Chel tenham and wrote the pi ece about  William C hadd in
our last issue. She l ived i n Ledbur y R oad ( and has promised t o
send us a picture of  a class at  the Blue C oat  School in 1914). " I
w onder "  she writes, " i f there are any peopl e still in Hereford w ho
remember me?"  Dr op us a l ine i f you do a n d  w e will pass your
letter on to Enid.



EDUCATION ON THE AGENDA
The next issue of  Age to Age will be
reflecting all aspects of  educat ion.  I f
you have a  school experience as  a
student or teacher share it  with us, or
have taken up an educat ional pursuit in
your retirement tell us by writ ing to the
P.O. Box number on our front page.

Music on Offa

mbers o f  t h e  S t
A N i c h o l a s  P l a y e r s
pose for  the  c a me ra  in
their Katinka costumes in
1938. From l e ft t o  r ight
they are Eva Lewis, Mary
Tebbutt, Kathleen Cruse,
Nora Crissall; front row,
Christine Beav on,  I r e n e
Hambling and Sybil Louis.
The s o u r c e  o f  m o s t
entertainment these days is
the television B u t  in  days
gone b y  p e o p le  ma d e
great efforts t o  enterta in
each other Eva Cartwright
(nee L e w is )  re me mb e rs
being a  member o f the St
Nicholas P laye rs i n  t h e
930s, formed by Mr James

Sincox, o r g a n i s t  a n d
choirmaster a t  St Nicholas
Church in 1935.

A t rio  ca lled  "Music o n  Offa" wil l  b e
performing works from Mozart Debussy and
Chopin on 20th January at  the Town Hall.
On t h e  2 4 t h  February  ' 'Brandenburge
Chamber Orchestra Ensemble" perform at
the Shirehall Fo r  more  details ,  inc luding
booking p i c k - u p  a  Co n c e r t  Soc ie t y
Programme f r o m  H e r e f o r d  To u r i s t
Information Centre St Owen St

Their first show in 1936 was a c omic  opera A ladd in  and
Out  T h e  c o mp a n y  t h e n  g a v e  a  c olourf ul  mus ic a l
c omedy  San Mar ino f o l lowed in 1937 by  The Count ry
Girl w h e n  Der r i c k  Knowles ,  a  f o r me r  prof es s ional
produc ed the show

The most  spectacular effort was Katinka wh ich  a n
enlarged company of 60 performed a t The Palladium
Theatre in Hereford

Eva re me mb e rs t h e  mu sica l numbers,  beau t ifu l
costumes and scenery " I t  was a grand show "she says.
Sadly owing to the outbreak of war in 1939 this ended
their act ivit ies a n d  t h e y  n e ve r c a m e  to g e th e r
afterwards.
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LISTEN TO AGE TO AGE

AGE TO AGE IS NOW AVAILABLE ON TAPE FOR
PARTIALLY SIGHTED AND BLIND PEOPLE. TAPE
VERSIONS OF THIS ISSUE CAN BE OBTAINED
THOUGH OUR P.O NUMBER.

Deans Medal
Did you receive a medal
with the words "Herefords
Schools Dean's Medal" I f
so w h a t  w a s  i t  f o r ?
Contac t  us  a t  o u r  Box
number w i t h  a n y
information.

FRIENDS OF AGE TO AGE
FREE STYLE

METALWORK SUPPLIES
Unit 15, Grands tand Bus iness  Centre, Faraday  Road, Herefoid H k 4  9N S

T elephone (0432) 266621 Fax (0432) 270323

The Good Old Days
Chandos House, 42 St Ow en  St.

Hereford HR1 2 PR

Telephone (0432) 357352

Don't miss out on Hereford's history
Hereford Lore's book  o f  reminiscences
Amazing H o w  Times c h a n g e " is  o n

sale a t  Hereford Bookshop, Herefod
Tourist Informati on c e n t re ,  Th e  c i t y
Museum and  Art Gal lery Shop and a t
Garrick house.

Croydon House,
5 Sign Road,

c a l 4 M 4 C . 5 .  H er e fo r d  HR1 2LW
 Telephone (0432) 343188

Fax, (0432) 358513

Denco
Dann° L td , PO  Box  11

Holrner Road. Hereford HR4 9SJ
T elephone (0432) 277277
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Keep in Touch
Why not join the Hereford Lore
International P e n f r i e n d
Scheme a n d  keep  in  touch
with p e o p le  i n  th is coun try
and f rom a ll Over the  wo rld
Write to  the Age To Age  P 0
Box number on the front of thisNewsletter
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