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Inside: Your hot local history guide – get involved this autumn!
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Boot camp of the 1940s

Remember that photo of Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) 

Liz Lloyd
thinks her mum Mary Millichamp was the girl with the camera. 

Liz explains: “The ATS was part of the 1st Herefordshire 

able to lay her hands on some extra warm food for her mates. 

lived at Hardwicke then Green Street) and Stella (later 

worked sampling milk. It was a great opportunity to meet 

ATS Girls

Couple tie the knot after meeting at ROF Rotherwas

John 
Lambert. 

worked here in the First World War. His boss and best 

unambiguous instructions for loading shells allowed almost 

anyone to work the 25-pounder line. Vi Chinery (right) 

worked with Mum at the factory.

Munitions romance

Historical Herefordshire – Your essential listing
From the Bronze Age Rotherwas Ribbon and Roman 

settlements of Ariconium and Magna (Bromsash and 

on our website: www.herefordshirelore.org.uk) 

Bartonsham

Breinton 
The History Group has explored the 12th century moated 

occupation. Winter programme on the website. Nicky Geeson 

Bromyard

organise events and host the Local and Family History 

www.bromyardhistorysociety.org.uk

Colwall

Dorstone 

Wednesday of the month) is involved in excavations on 

www.dorstonehistorysociety.wordpress.com

Dinedor

Ewyas Harold
Lots of historical detail on the district at  www.ewyaslacy.org.uk 

Garway 
This friendly bunch of enthusiasts recently launched their 

autumn programme (third Tuesday of the month) with 

garwayheritagegroup.co.uk

Hereford 
Hereford Civic Society hosts regular lectures at Asda’s 

herefordcivicsociety.org.uk

HEREFORDSHIRE 
The Family History Society meets on the third Friday of 

www.herefordshirefhs.org.uk

It’s worth keeping in touch with Hereford Local History 

Rotherwas and circulates information to over 50 county 

Rotherwas Chapel. A new Friends group works aims to 

The Victoria County History (VCH) calls itself the greatest 

www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/counties/herefordshire 
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From My Album: Angus Brymer, Derek Evans and Irene Lloyd

4

Leintwardine
The History Society archives local 

history items at Leintwardine museum 

www.leintwardinehs.wordpress.com

Leominster 
The History Study Group publish 

books on Leominster and North 

Herefordshire and arrange history 

talks. www.leominsterhistory.org.uk

Longtown 

com www.lhsarchive.org.uk

Norton Canon 
September marks the start of the 

History Project’s plans to produce 

www.nortoncanon.net

Wellington 
The friendly Parish History Society meets 

walks and visits. Gill Bullock - 01432 

839109 www.wellingtonhistory.org.uk
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The household pig enjoyed a 
happy life – until it came time 
for sticking, writes Keith James.

many country families and our 

was hidden at the top of the 

garden behind enormous rhubarb 

being watered with endless piggy 

small boys could hide under them. 

Warm sunny mornings and the 

old pig liked nothing better than to 

have her back scratched and she 

lived in her own little comfortable 

the kitchen garden. Snout-tickling 

blossom from the perry pear trees 

fell like confetti in springtime 

from the nearby orchard and the 

day began with the dawn chorus 

of birds nesting in the hedgerow. 

for the old pig to bask in summer 

sunshine or dash for the pantiled 

sty when darker times threatened. 

the pig through the nose and stop the 

had sat astride its bristly back as the 

pliers approached. Sensing this may 

and dirty corner before darting into 

the sty. Now cornered inside the sty 

and gripped tightly with his knees. As 

rider’s head was thrust through the 

pantiles into the clear morning air and 

as the tiles dropped back trapping head 

dangling and undefended against a 

frightened and squealing pig below.

But the old sow’s darkest hour was 

when Bert arrived to stick the pig. 

My mother would run far across the 

and sounds of the meadow silence the 

squeals of the pig’s last hold on life. 

Later the sty would be cold and still and 

the pig must have been horror enough 

for no one ever mentioned the butchery 

that must have followed. The end of the 

pig was necessity and the way of things 

heaped with coarse salt on the cold larder 

slab. Turned and covered daily the bacon 

from larder ceiling hooks waiting for 

of fat meat fresh into the frying pan. A 

bladder was fun for all and perhaps the 

last indignity for the old sow as it bounced 

through hazelnut goalposts in the Pump 

A few weeks later there was always 

another pig.

Me, my brother 

and the family pig
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In Our Age direct to your door?
Sign up below for: 

 £4 plus 60p p&p

book: In The Munitions: Women at War in Herefordshire £10 plus £2.50 p&p 

Name:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Contact number:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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